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Editorial

News & Notes

Welcome to the 4th issue
of DARCO Europe E-Journal

STOP
Pressure
Ulcer Day
November 19,
2015

Dear Reader,
The DARCO E-Journal quarterly publication is designed to provide insightful information to our associates in the medical community, professional institutions and to our distributors throughout Europe.

Our tag line, “Innovation in Foot Care Technology” originates from our
work with the top innovators and leading scientists in the treatment of
the foot and ankle. Through our experience and close association with
the medical community we have nurtured the advancement of knowledge and expertise all over the world. We host and sponsor medical
workshops in an effort to provide physicians and medical experts with
the latest innovations and developments in the industry.
This year DARCO International is proud to be celebrating its 30 year anniversary. Today, DARCO is throughout the world with locations in the
USA, Europe, China and India. All with one common goal, to improve the
timely healing of foot injuries with high quality products.
Find out more about the anniversary of DARCO International at
www.darco-europe.com
	I hope you enjoy reading each issue of the
DARCO E-Journal.
Yours sincerely,
Rainer Kalleitner

The worldwide “Stop Pressure Ulcer Day”
was created by the Spanish National Group
for the Study and Advice on Pressure Ulcers
in partnership with the Latin-American
Society on Wounds. Together they formed
the Declaration of Rio to “speak out”
against people developing pressure ulcers
and to elevate awareness about prevention.
DARCO’s involvement with the event is in
line with our goal to develop partnerships
and programs to help reduce the incidence
of foot ulcerations worldwide. This year we
want to motivate individuals to be proactive and to elevate awareness. Daily foot
inspection and appropriate foot-wear can
prevent pressure ulcers. Our “kit” is based
on these simple principles. We have coupled
an inspection mirror with valuable information intended to help patients keep an eye
on their feet.
Please help spread the word …

Director of International Sales DARCO (Europe) GmbH

We encourage you to take part in the
“STOP Pressure Ulcer Day” in whatever way
you can. You can request your free
“Stop Pressure Ulcer Day Kit” by
emailing: info@darco-europe.com

DARCO Founding member of:

Gesellschaft für Fuß- und
Sprunggelenkchirurgie e.V.
Society for Foot and Ankle Surgery
Gesellschaft für Fuß- und
Sprunggelenkchirurgie e.V.

www.gesellschaft-fuer-fusschirurgie.de
Society for Foot and Ankle Surgery

www.woundcare-circle.com

You too, can join the movement …
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Featured Product

Postoperative Care

TAS®
Toe Alignment Splint
The superior bandage for toe alignment after surgery.
Features and Benefits
The TAS® (Toe Alignment Splint) is an effective and inexpensive
solution that aligns the toes after Hallux Valgus, Hammer toes and
or Tailor’s bunion procedures.
The thin, soft elastic metatarsal band is secure and comfortable.
By design, adjustments are simple and are easily achieved with
the removable toe straps. The TAS® holds the toes in a correct
position, and is the perfect bandage after a variety of different
procedures: traditional open surgery, minimal invasive
surgery and or for percutaneous procedures. The Toe
Alignment Splint can be used to maintain alignment
of the toes in the case of Capsulitis providing a
superior, conservative approach to rehabilitating
the joint capsule in the forefoot region.
> Size: Universal
> Includes: 3 small toe loops and one
great toe loop
> Light weight and comfortable;
even under socks
> Latex free material
> Colour: White
> Can be worn on either the right or left foot

New Video!

For product demonstration video please visit
http://www.darco-europe.com/videos.html
Hallux valgus

Hammer toes

Tailor’s bunion

Please find detailed information on our website www.darco-europe.com
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Expertise

OP Technique

Lateral Release to align
the sesamoid bones under
the 1st metatarsal head
After surgical corrections of bunion deformities
(Hallux Valgus) the MT1 osteotomy may show a clear
correction of the IM-Angle, but a lateral release can
help improve the over-all surgical results and can
be seen as an indispensable procedure to restore the
function of the first metatarsophalangeal joint.
As a result of a bunion deformity, the sesamoid bones tend to shift to a
dorsal-lateral position. This is simply due to an imbalance created by the
pulling forces of the flexor and extensor tendons and the strong pulling
force of the adductor hallucis muscle. Hence, the benefits of a lateral
soft-tissue release is used in combination with the bony correction to
ease the pulling forces. The lateral release can be achieved in multiple
ways. First and the more widely used among foot surgeons, is by making a dorsal incision in the interdigital space between the first and
second metatarsals (MT1 and MT2). Other surgical approaches include
an intraarticular approach with a beaver blade or a mini scalpel or the
plantar approach by using a sharp, curved chisel (i.e. McGlamry Elevator,
11 mm) where you can cut the tendon of the adductor hallucis muscle.
If necessary, the transversal metatarsal ligament between the lateral
sesamoid and MT2 can be transected, as well.
Once released, the sesamoids can shift back into their correct anatomical position under the head of MT1.
Today, a huge assortment of postsurgical, fixation devises are available. All of which are designed to stabilize the corrective surgery. The
golden standard still remains the SPICA style of dressing for postoperative treatment immediately after the sterile compression dressing is
removed. This postsurgical protocol insures that the sesamoids remain
under the first metatarsal head as the healing progresses. After one
week, the SPICA dressing can be replaced with an easy to apply – for the
physician and as well as the patient – redressing bandage or splint as
for example the DARCO TAS® (Toe Alignment Splint).


by Raphael Boehm, Vice President DARCO Europe

Pictures taken from / Further reading
With, C.J., (1992) “Praxis der Orthopädie”, Thieme Publisher, Stuttgart
Parekh, S.G., (2012) “Foot & Ankle Surgery”, Jaypee Brothers Ltd, New Delhi
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About us
DARCO (Europe) GmbH
Gewerbegebiet 18
82399 Raisting | Germany
Tel. +49 (0) 88 07.92 28-0
Fax +49 (0) 88 07.92 28-22
info@darco.de | www.darco-europe.com

October 23 – 24, 2015 | Cologne
ORTHOPÄDIE SCHUH TECHNIK
www.ost-messe.de/en/

November 2015
November 9 – 11, 2015 | Harrogate
The Wounds UK Annual Conference
http://www.wounds-uk.com/events.php?eventid=89
November 16 – 19, 2015 | Düsseldorf
Medica
www.medica.de

December 2015
December 4 – 5, 2015 | Munich
23rd International Symposium for Foot Surgery, Munich
www.gffc.de

January 2015
January 17 – 19, 2016 | Paris
Conférence Nationale des Plaies et Cicatrisations
http://www.mfcongres.com/congress_welcome.jsp?congress=134
January 25 – 28, 2016 | Dubai
Arab Health
www.arabhealthonline.com
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Legal Information / Disclaimer
1) Despite careful control DARCO (Europe) GmbH does
not assume any liability for the contents of external
links. Responsible for the contents of linked sites are their
operators only.
2) No guarantee or liability will be assumed for the
accuracy, topicality and completeness of the information
provided. The information should not be used for selftreatment / self-diagnosis and will never replace qualified
medical assistance. Please do not hesitate to always
consult a physician in case of health problems.
3) DARCO (Europe) GmbH disclaims any liability
for any direct or indirect damages resulting from the use
of the contents of this E-Journal.
4) Database storage of contact data published in this
E-Journal for advertising purposes is not permitted
without express authorization. In particular the right to
take legal action against the senders of spam mails is
explicitly reserved.
5) If any parts or individual formulations of this legal
information do not comply with, no longer comply with
or do not entirely comply with valid legal regulations,
the remaining parts will not be affected in their content
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